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Intro

It is as if, with respect to one’s spiritual status, a new enitity has come into being. It is as if Christ and I have 
been married, or have merged to form a new corporation. Thus, the imputation of his righteousness is not so 
much a matter of transferring something from one person to another, as it is a matter of bringing the two togeth-
er, so that they hold all things in common. In Christ I died on the cross, and in him I was resurrected. Thus, his 
death is not only in my place, but with me.

Christian Theology, Millard Erickson, 818-819. Baker Book House, 1985

Talking Points

1. Approach

2. Historical

3. Interpretive

4. Speaking by His Son

5. Obedience of Faith

6. The Law & its Purpose

Ro 2:16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.

Ro �:�5 so I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.

Ro �:5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake 
of his name among all the nations,

Ro �0:�7 So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes by the preaching of Christ.
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Historical

Various Interpretations of  Romans 7
There have been many interpretations of Ro.7 but the main ones have been titled acceptably by MacGorman. 

His categories will be used in the chart and some of the more important theologians holding to a given position will 
be noted.

Articles covering this material for the chart.

Dockery, David S. “Romans 7: 14-25: Pauline Tension In The Christian Life.” Grace Theological Journal. Vol. 2. 
No. 2. Fall 1981. 239-257.

MacGorman, J.W. “Romans 7 Once More.” Southwestern Journal of Theology. Vol. 19. Vo. 1. Fall 1976. 31-41.

Autobiographical 
Pre-Christian

Autobiographical
Christian

Autobiographical
Non-

Christian/Christian

Not Autobiographical
Man under Law

Greek Fathers Augustine C. Leslie Mitton R. Bultmann

John Wesley Thomas Aquinas G. Bornkamm

J. Weiss Luther

A. E. Garvie Calvin

Sanday-Headlam C. K. Barrett

James Moffatt F.F. Bruce

James Stewart
Althaus

John Murray

Vincent Taylor
Kertelge

Anders Nygren

C. H. Dodd
Kurzinger

J. I. Packer

Supplemental Materials:  
Five Views on Sanctification - Hoekema The “I” of Romans 7

Ancient Christian Commentary The “I” of Romans 7

The Epistle To The Romans by J. Murray The “I” of Romans 7

Commentary on Romans by F. Godet The “I” of Romans 7
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Inductive Study

Where Do We Start?

God

God in creation

God’s Eternal Purpose Eph �   Eph 3 Ez 36-37

          Speaks by His Son Heb �

Paul & God’s purpose Gal �

Paul in Romans Rom �   Rom �6

Rom �-6

Self aware of = testimony with-in  Rom �:�9

Self aware evil conscious Gen 3   Rom 7: 7-25

Self aware righteousness Heb �0:22  � Jn 5:�0

God’s House Chart   Heb 3

Put off   Put on Col 3
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God’s Eternal Purpose

Eph 3:8 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches 
of Christ,  9 and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God 
who created all things;  10 so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to 
the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.  11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He 
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord,  12 in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him.

Eze 36:21 “But I had concern for My holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the nations where 
they went.
 22 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that 
I am about to act, but for My holy name, which you have profaned among the nations where you went.
 23 “I will vindicate the holiness of My great name which has been profaned among the nations, which you have 
profaned in their midst. Then the nations will know that I am the LORD,” declares the Lord GOD, “when I prove 
Myself holy among you in their sight.
 24 “For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you into your own land.
 25 ¶ “Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness 
and from all your idols.
 26 “Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone 
from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.
 27 “I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My 
ordinances.

Eze 37:24 “My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd; and they will walk in 
My ordinances and keep My statutes and observe them.
 25 “They will live on the land that I gave to Jacob My servant, in which your fathers lived; and they will live on 
it, they, and their sons and their sons’ sons, forever; and David My servant will be their prince forever.
 26 “I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will place 
them and multiply them, and will set My sanctuary in their midst forever.
 27 “My dwelling place also will be with them; and I will be their God, and they will be My people.
 28 “And the nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, when My sanctuary is in their midst 
forever.”’”

Eph 1:3 ¶ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places in Christ,
 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before 
Him. In love
 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His 
will,
 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
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Hebrews Speaks by His Son

Heb 1:1 ¶ In many and various ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets;
 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom 
also he created the world.
 3 He reflects the glory of God and bears the very stamp of his nature, upholding the universe by his word of 
power. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
 4 ¶ having become as much superior to angels as the name he has obtained is more excellent than theirs.

Heb 9:11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater 
and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation)
 12 he entered once for all into the Holy Place, taking not the blood of goats and calves but his own blood, thus 
securing an eternal redemption.

Put to death

Col 3:1 ¶ If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God.
 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.
 3 For you have died, and your life is hid with Christ in God.
 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
 5 ¶ Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry.
 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming.
 7 In these you once walked, when you lived in them.
 8 ¶ But now put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth.
 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its practices
 10 and have put on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.
 11 Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, 
but Christ is all, and in all.
 12 ¶ Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, and 
patience,
 13 forbearing one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also must forgive.
 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be 
thankful.
 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teach and admonish one another in all wisdom, and sing psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him.
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Romans 1 & 16  Bookends

Obedience of Faith

Ro 1:1 ¶ Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God
 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures,
 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh
 4 and designated Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus Christ our Lord,
 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of 
his name among all the nations,
 6 including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ;

Ro �6:25 ¶ Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery which was kept secret for long ages
 26 but is now disclosed and through the prophetic writings is made known to all nations, according to the com-
mand of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith--
 27 to the only wise God be glory for evermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.
(RSV)
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Romans 1

Ro 1:1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God  2 which he 
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures,  3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was 
descended from David according to the flesh  4 and designated Son of God in power according to the Spirit 
of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,  5 through whom we have received grace 
and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations,  6 includ-
ing yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ;  7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to 
be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all the world.  
9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention 
you always in my prayers,  10 asking that somehow by God’s will I may now at last succeed in coming to 
you.  11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you,  12 that is, that 
we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine.  13 I want you to know, brethren, 
that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may reap some 
harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles.  14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and 
to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish:  15 so I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are 
in Rome.

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel: it is the power of God for salvation to every one who has faith, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek.  17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it 
is written, “He who through faith is righteous shall live.”  

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of men who by their 
wickedness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown 
it to them.  20 Ever since the creation of the world his invisible nature, namely, his eternal power and deity, 
has been clearly perceived in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse;  21 for although 
they knew God they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking 
and their senseless minds were darkened.  22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools,  23 and exchanged the 
glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man or birds or animals or reptiles.

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies 
among themselves,  25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed for ever! Amen.

26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. Their women exchanged natural relations for 
unnatural,  27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion 
for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in their own persons the due penalty 
for their error.

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a base mind and to improper 
conduct.  29 They were filled with all manner of wickedness, evil, covetousness, malice. Full of envy, murder, 
strife, deceit, malignity, they are gossips,  30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors 
of evil, disobedient to parents,  31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.  32 Though they know God’s decree 
that those who do such things deserve to die, they not only do them but approve those who practice them.

(RSV)
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Partakers of the promise
in Christ Jesus through the gospel Eph 3.6

Preach the Gospel? Bring about the obedience of faith?

Chapter 1  Questions
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Romans 2

Ro 2:1 Therefore you have no excuse, O man, whoever you are, when you judge another; for in 
passing judgment upon him you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, are doing the very 
same things.  2 We know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who do such things.    3 
Do you suppose, O man, that when you judge those who do such things and yet do them yourself, 
you will escape the judgment of God?  4 Or do you presume upon the riches of his kindness and 
forbearance and patience? Do you not know that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repen-
tance?  5 But by your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day 
of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.  6 For he will render to every man ac-
cording to his works:  7 to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and im-
mortality, he will give eternal life;  8 but for those who are factious and do not obey the truth, but 
obey wickedness, there will be wrath and fury.  9 There will be tribulation and distress for every 
human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek,  10 but glory and honor and peace 
for every one who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek.  11 For God shows no partiality.  

12 All who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned 
under the law will be judged by the law.  13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous 
before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified.  14 When Gentiles who have not the 
law do by nature what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not 
have the law.  15 They show that what the law requires is written on their hearts, while their con-
science also bears witness and their conflicting thoughts accuse or perhaps excuse them  16 on 
that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.

17  But if you call yourself a Jew and rely upon the law and boast of your relation to God  18 
and know his will and approve what is excellent, because you are instructed in the law, 19 and if 
you are sure that you are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness,  20 a corrector 
of the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth--          
21 you then who teach others, will you not teach yourself? While you preach against stealing, do 
you steal?  22 You who say that one must not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who 
abhor idols, do you rob temples?  23 You who boast in the law, do you dishonor God by breaking 
the law?  24 For, as it is written, “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because 
of you.”

25 Circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law; but if you break the law, your circumci-
sion becomes uncircumcision.  26 So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the 
law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision?  27 Then those who are physically 
uncircumcised but keep the law will condemn you who have the written code and circumcision 
but break the law.  28 For he is not a real Jew who is one outwardly, nor is true circumcision 
something external and physical.  29 He is a Jew who is one inwardly, and real circumcision is a 
matter of the heart, spiritual and not literal. His praise is not from men but from God.

(RSV)
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in Christ Jesus through the gospel Eph 3.6

Preach the Gospel? Bring about the obedience of faith?
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Romans 3

Ro 3:1 Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision?  2 Much in every 
way. To begin with, the Jews are entrusted with the oracles of God.  3 What if some were unfaith-
ful? Does their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God?  4 By no means! Let God be true 
though every man be false, as it is written, “That thou mayest be justified in thy words, and prevail 
when thou art judged.”  5 But if our wickedness serves to show the justice of God, what shall we 
say? That God is unjust to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a human way.)  6 By no means! For then 
how could God judge the world?  7 But if through my falsehood God’s truthfulness abounds to his 
glory, why am I still being condemned as a sinner?  8 And why not do evil that good may come? 
--as some people slanderously charge us with saying. Their condemnation is just.

9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all; for I have already charged that all men, 
both Jews and Greeks, are under the power of sin,  10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not 
one;  11 no one understands, no one seeks for God.  12 All have turned aside, together they have 
gone wrong; no one does good, not even one.”  13 “Their throat is an open grave, they use their 
tongues to deceive.” “The venom of asps is under their lips.”  14 “Their mouth is full of curses 
and bitterness.”  15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood,  16 in their paths are ruin and misery,  17 
and the way of peace they do not know.”  18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

19 ¶ Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God.  20 For no 
human being will be justified in his sight by works of the law, since through the law comes knowl-
edge of sin.  

21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from law, although the law and 
the prophets bear witness to it,  22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 
who believe. For there is no distinction;  23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God,   24 they are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus,  
25 whom God put forward as an expiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 
God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins;  26 it was 
to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies him who has faith in 
Jesus.

27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On the principle of 
works? No, but on the principle of faith.  28 For we hold that a man is justified by faith apart from 
works of law.  29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of 
Gentiles also,  30 since God is one; and he will justify the circumcised on the ground of their faith 
and the uncircumcised through their faith.  31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no 
means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.

(RSV)



�5

Romans 7 & the Law
Chapter 3  QuestionsPartakers of the promise

in Christ Jesus through the gospel Eph 3.6

Preach the Gospel? Bring about the obedience of faith?



�6

Romans 7 & the Law

Romans 4

Ro 4:1 What then shall we say about Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh?  2 For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  3 For what 
does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.”    
4 Now to one who works, his wages are not reckoned as a gift but as his due.  5 And to one who 
does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness.       
6 So also David pronounces a blessing upon the man to whom God reckons righteousness apart 
from works:  7 “Blessed are those whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered;         
8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not reckon his sin.”

9  Is this blessing pronounced only upon the circumcised, or also upon the uncircumcised? We 
say that faith was reckoned to Abraham as righteousness.  10 How then was it reckoned to him? 
Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised.  
11 He received circumcision as a sign or seal of the righteousness which he had by faith while he 
was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without being 
circumcised and who thus have righteousness reckoned to them,  12 and likewise the father of the 
circumcised who are not merely circumcised but also follow the example of the faith which our 
father Abraham had before he was circumcised.

13 The promise to Abraham and his descendants, that they should inherit the world, did not come 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith.  14 If it is the adherents of the law who are 
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.  15 For the law brings wrath, but where there 
is no law there is no transgression.  

16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed 
to all his descendants--not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith 
of Abraham, for he is the father of us all, 17  as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 
nations” --in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist.  18 In hope he believed against hope, that he should 
become the father of many nations; as he had been told, “So shall your descendants be.”  19 He 
did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead because he 
was about a hundred years old, or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb.  20 No 
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave 
glory to God,  21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.  22 That is why 
his faith was “reckoned to him as righteousness.”  23 ¶ But the words, “it was reckoned to him,” 
were written not for his sake alone,  24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe 
in him that raised from the dead Jesus our Lord,  25 who was put to death for our trespasses and 
raised for our justification.

(RSV)
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in Christ Jesus through the gospel Eph 3.6

Preach the Gospel? Bring about the obedience of faith?
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Romans 5

Ro 5:1 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  2 Through him we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and 
we rejoice in our hope of sharing the glory of God.  3 More than that, we rejoice in our suf-
ferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,  4 and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us.

6  While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 Why, one will 
hardly die for a righteous man--though perhaps for a good man one will dare even to die.   8 
But God shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.  9 Since, 
therefore, we are now justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the 
wrath of God.  10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.  11 Not only 
so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received our reconciliation.

12 Therefore as sin came into the world through one man and death through sin, and so 
death spread to all men because all men sinned--  13 sin indeed was in the world before 
the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law.  14 Yet death reigned from 
Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who 
was a type of the one who was to come.

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, 
much more have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of that one man Jesus Christ 
abounded for many.  16 And the free gift is not like the effect of that one man’s sin. For the 
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many 
trespasses brings justification.  17 If, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through 
that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift 
of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.

18 Then as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one man’s act of righ-
teousness leads to acquittal and life for all men.  19 For as by one man’s disobedience many 
were made sinners, so by one man’s obedience many will be made righteous.  20 Law came 
in, to increase the trespass; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more,  21 so 
that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness to eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

(RSV)
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Romans 6

Ro 6:1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?  2 By 
no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?  3 Do you not know that all of us 
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  4 We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his.  6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that 
the sinful body might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin.  7 For he 
who has died is freed from sin.  8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall 
also live with him.  9 For we know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him.  10 The death he died he died to sin, once 
for all, but the life he lives he lives to God.  11 So you also must consider yourselves dead 
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions.  13 
Do not yield your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but yield yourselves to 
God as men who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as in-
struments of righteousness.  14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not 
under law but under grace.

15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!  
16 Do you not know that if you yield yourselves to any one as obedient slaves, you are 
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, 
which leads to righteousness?  17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves 
of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were 
committed,  18 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.  
19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once 
yielded your members to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now yield your 
members to righteousness for sanctification.

20 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.  21 But then 
what return did you get from the things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those 
things is death.  22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves 
of God, the return you get is sanctification and its end, eternal life.  23 For the wages of sin 
is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

(RSV)
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Romans 7

Ro 7:1 Do you not know, brethren--for I am speaking to those who know the law--that the law is 
binding on a person only during his life?  2 Thus a married woman is bound by law to her husband 
as long as he lives; but if her husband dies she is discharged from the law concerning the husband.  
3 Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is 
alive. But if her husband dies she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not 
an adulteress.

4 Likewise, my brethren, you have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may 
belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead in order that we may bear fruit for 
God.  5 While we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in 
our members to bear fruit for death.  6 But now we are discharged from the law, dead to that which 
held us captive, so that we serve not under the old written code but in the new life of the Spirit.

7  What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet, if it had not been for the law, 
I should not have known sin. I should not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, 
“You shall not covet.”  8 But sin, finding opportunity in the commandment, wrought in me all 
kinds of covetousness. Apart from the law sin lies dead.  9 I was once alive apart from the law, but 
when the commandment came, sin revived and I died;  10 the very commandment which prom-
ised life proved to be death to me.  11 For sin, finding opportunity in the commandment, deceived 
me and by it killed me.  12 So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and just and good.

13 Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, working death in me 
through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the commandment 
might become sinful beyond measure.  14  We know that the law is spiritual; but I am carnal, sold 
under sin.  15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 
thing I hate.  16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good.  17 So then it is no 
longer I that do it, but sin which dwells within me.  18 For I know that nothing good dwells within 
me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it.  19 For I do not do the good I 
want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I 
that do it, but sin which dwells within me.

21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand.  22 For I delight in 
the law of God, in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with the law 
of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin which dwells in my members.  24 Wretched 
man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?  25 Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! So then, I of myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve 
the law of sin.

(RSV)
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Romans 8

Ro 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  2 For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and death.  3 
For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: sending his own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh,  4 in order that the 
just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit.  5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things 
of the Spirit.  6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 
and peace.  7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 
God’s law, indeed it cannot;  8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

9 But you are not in the flesh, you are in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Any one who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.  10  But if Christ 
is in you, although your bodies are dead because of sin, your spirits are alive because of 
righteousness.  11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit which dwells in you.  

12 So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh--  13 
for if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body you will live.  14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of 
God.        15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received the spirit of sonship. When we cry, “Abba! Father!”  16 it is the Spirit himself 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  17  and if children, then heirs, 
heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may 
also be glorified with him.

(RSV)
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Romans & the Law of God

�. If the Law (of Sin & Death) is Present

2. If the Law (of Sin & Death) is not present

3. What is the pre-Rest State?
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Summary Analysis
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SOLD OUT AT ROMANS 7
Dr. Vic Reasoner

http://www.fwponline.cc/v10n1reasoner.html

The Church fathers, until Augustine in the fifth century, generally interpreted Romans 7 as pre-Christian 
experience. According to Augustine the conflict of Romans 7 remains the highest stage of Christian experience. 
To this day Calvinists usually follow Augustine, interpreting Romans 7 as Christian experience. “The Arminian 
controversy really began upon the exegesis of this passage,” according to M. B. Riddle in Lange’s Commentary. 

(1)

Jacob Hermansz was a Dutch theologian of the late sixteenth century. We know him by his Latin name, Jacobus 
Arminius. He went to Geneva to study under John Calvin’s son-in-law and successor, Theodore Beza. He 
returned to Amsterdam to pastor. He had the reputation of being a brilliant preacher, a gifted Bible exegete, and 
a humble and dedicated Christian. His expositional preaching drew large crowds.

He was considered the greatest scholar of his day. He was the first ever to receive the Doctor of Divinity degree 
from the University of Leiden. He was later professor of theology at the university, until his death in 1609.

In 1589 Dirck Coornhert declared that the supralapsarian theory of Beza actually made God the author of sin. 
Arminius was commissioned to answer this charge. He finally concluded that Coornhert was right. No one 
could refute his scholarship, but preachers began to openly attack him from the pulpit. His words were twisted 
out of context and his enemies tried to destroy his influence. Finally, he asked for a public hearing, but he died 
before the synod convened. He was about 49 when he died, and his death was probably hastened by the stress 
he was under.

Although it was Arminius who had called for an open forum, the Synod of Dort (1618-9) only solidified the 
Calvinistic position. His followers, the Remonstrants, were not allowed to enter into the debate. They were 
either put to death, banished, or imprisoned. They were unable to hold any office in the church or state until 
1625, when they were granted limited tolerance.

The writings of Arminius have been compiled in three volumes. The second longest treatise we have is his 
“Dissertation on the True and Genuine Sense of the Seventh Chapter of the Epistle to the Romans.” It runs 258 
pages.

Within one hundred years after his death, the Remonstrants had drifted toward Pegalianism. It was John Wesley 
who led a move back to evangelical Arminianism, even naming his magazineThe Arminian.

The early Methodists held that Romans 7 was not a description of Christian experience. Wesley said, “To have 
spoken this of himself, or any true believer, would have been foreign to the whole scope of his discourse.” 

(2) Wesley saw verses 7-25 as a digression by Paul. Adam Clarke stated, “The very genius of Christianity 
demonstrates that nothing like this can, with any propriety, be spoken of a genuine Christian.” (3) John Fletcher 
devoted an entire section to Romans 7 in his “Last Check to Antinomianism.” (4) He challenged the Calvinists 
to drop “the yoke of carnality which they try to fix upon St. Paul’s neck.” (5) Richard Watson summarized the 
seventh and eighth chapters of Romans, saying:
The moral state of man is traced in the experience of St. Paul as an example, from his conviction for sin by the 
law of God revealed to him in its spirituality, to his entrance into the condition and privilege of a justified state. 

(6)

The Holy Spirit is only mentioned once in the entire chapter (verse 6). He is referred to some twenty times in 
the following chapter. Romans 7 makes no mention of the grace of God. It is a classic psychological analysis of 
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the struggle between the conscience and the will. Every sinner knows the conflict between what he ought to do 
and what he wants to do. Desire usually wins out over duty.

The Greek personal pronoun ego is used eight times in this description. In Greek, as with many other languages, 
the subject is understood in the verb. Paul supplied an additional word (ego) for emphasis. He does not use it 
once in chapter 8. Chapter 7 closes with a double pronoun in verse 25, “I myself.” Paul describes a man trying 
to be a Christian by himself.

But many people are bothered by a change in the verb tense. Through verse 13, the aeorist tense was used. 
Then Paul switched to the present tense and used it through the end of the chapter. J. I. Packer declared, 
“Grammatically, therefore, the natural way to read it would be as a transcript of Paul’s self-knowledge at the 
time of writing....” He argued the present tense must have a present reference and describe something distinct 
from the past experience of the previous verses. (7)

Calvinists are correct in observing the fact of the tense change. They are incorrect in their interpretation of 
what that fact signifies. In this case, a careful reading of the context will shed a great deal of light on the 
commentaries! This digression is introduced by the clear statement found in 6:14 and concluded by an equally 
clear summary in 8:2. Salvation delivers from sin.

How can the context be harmonized with the switch in verb tenses? In A Manual Grammar of the Greek New 
Testament, we are told one of the special uses of the present tense is the “historical present.” “The present tense 
is thus employed when a past event is viewed with the vividness of a present occurrence.” (8) Today this literary 
technique is called a “flashback.” Whether or not this is accepted as the proper interpretation for Romans 7:14-
25 probably depends upon your own theological presuppositions. The explanation that Paul is remembering his 
pre-Christian experience is allowed by Greek grammar, however.

Recently a leading Calvinistic exponent, Anthony Hoekema, Calvin Seminary professor emeritus, reversed 
himself and declared that he no longer believes Romans 7 describes a regenerate person. He stated:
The mood of frustration and defeat that permeates this section does not comport with the mood of victory in 
terms of which Paul usually describes the Christian life. The person pictured is still a captive of the law of sin 
(7:23), whereas the believer described in 6:17-18 is no longer a slave to sin. (9)

That kind of intellectual honesty is rare. How would he have fared at the Synod of Dort?

While Hoekema’s comments are refreshing, it is very disheartening to read comments and hear sermons coming 
from the holiness movement on Romans 7. Keep in mind that these men consider themselves defenders of 
Wesleyan-Arminian orthodoxy. W. B. Godbey said:
Every Christian, when converted, sets out to obey the Lord on earth like the angels in heaven, thus keeping 
the law in the beauty of holiness; but destined to defeat, failure, mortification despondency, culminating is 
desperation, like Paul in the verse when he cried out, “O wretched man that I am!” (10)

H. C. Morrison wrote:
The Christian reader will at once recognize the undoubted truthfulness of these Scriptures for they are 
corroborated by the every-day experience of believing souls, who, struggling against the “old man,” have often 
been made to cry out, “O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”
For Morrison, the solution to this problem is to receive the baptism with the Holy Ghost, which he equates with 
entire sanctification. (11)Early Methodism taught that occurred along with justification. (12)

Charles Ewing Brown explained what he thought Romans 7:7-25 meant:
Assuming, then, that we have in this chapter an account of the experience of a true and even of an advanced 
Christian, we learn that in every Christian there is a mixture of good and evil.... (13)
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In Great Holiness Classics: Holiness Teaching Today, not only are the statements by Morrison and Brown 
reprinted, but Milton Agnew describes Christian experience:
After conversion he discovers in himself a new nature that does “joyfully concur with the law of God” (Romans 
7:22). But he learns to his distress that he also has an old nature, an “old self,” aroused and battling for 
supremacy. There occurs a profoundly disturbing struggle between the two natures, the two “I’s” of 7:14-25....” 

(14)

William Greathouse, writing in Beacon Bible Commentary, admits the primary meaning of Romans 7 is the 
unrenewed man. Yet he claims that the passage has a secondary meaning in which it describes a carnal babe in 
Christ. (15) We are warned in Biblical Hermeneutics that “if the Scripture has more than one meaning, it has no 
meaning at all.” (16)

Nazarene scholar Ralph Earle encouraged preachers to apply romans 7 both before and after conversion in Word 
Meanings in the New Testament. (17) Therefore, fellow Nazarene, Kenneth Grider seems to be overly optimistic 
when he asserts that “anyone in the Holiness movement knows that a regenerate person does not sin willfully, 
and yet this person depicted in Romans 7 seems to do that.” He blames the “folk theology” of ministers and 
teachers for spreading the idea that Romans 7 depicts a saved man. (18) But as long as his denomination is 
reprinting Great Holiness Classics, which are not necessarily great classics nor Wesleyan, it is hard to pin all the 
blame on the uneducated.

Is it any wonder the pew is confused when the pulpit sounds an uncertain note? Is it any wonder the student is 
unclear when the teacher tries to ride the fence?

It does matter what we believe about Romans 7. Our interpretation of the passage is like a watershed. 
Whichever way we go will lead us to drastically different theological conclusions. The man described in 
Romans 7 was a slave to sin. It is true that he is unsanctified; he is also unsaved. We need not discount 
regeneration in order to make room for sanctification. For too long the holiness movement has tried to establish 
the need for a second work by demonstrating the failure of the first work.

Let us declare a moratorium on such illustrations as supposed Christians losing their temper and kicking the 
cow, biting the cow, or beating the cow. According to Galatians 5:20, outbursts of anger are a work of the flesh. 
Those who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh. Those who walk after the flesh will not inherit the kingdom 
of God. True Christians are enabled by the Spirit to control sinful desires. Entire sanctification is a completion 
or perfection of what God began in regeneration. If nothing changed when we got saved, then we are simply 
making two trips to the altar to get saved, and claiming we have the second blessing. If we accept the second 
blessing on the basis of logical deduction, it is possible to have made two or more trips forward and still be a 
slave to sin.

The holiness movement has adopted the theology of John Calvin, while claiming to be the defender of John 
Wesley. No wonder we profess so much and live so far short of our profession.
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