TBS 40 Themes
Main Themes:

1. The supremacy of Christ over angels and the Mosaic law:
This theme emphasizes Christ's unique position in God's plan. It contrasts Christ's eternal nature and divine
authority with the temporary role of angels and the limited scope of Mosaic law. This comparison serves to
elevate Christ's status and underscore the completeness of His redemptive work.

2. The relationship between Hebrews 1:5-9 and the epistle to the Galatians:
This theme explores the interconnectedness of New Testament writings, particularly how Hebrews and
Galatians complement each other in their theological arguments. Both texts address the transition from Old
Testament law to the new covenant in Christ, albeit from different angles and for different audiences.

3. God's plan of salvation through Christ:
This overarching theme ties together various biblical concepts, presenting salvation as a divine initiative
fulfilled in Christ. It emphasizes the insufficiency of human efforts and the necessity of God's grace,
highlighting the cosmic significance of Christ's incarnation, death, and resurrection.



Key Topics and Concepts:

1.

Christ's divine status and unique relationship with God:

This concept delves into Christology, exploring Christ's nature as both fully divine and fully human. It
examines biblical evidence for Christ's eternal existence and His intimate relationship with God the Father,
setting the foundation for understanding His role in salvation.

. Christ's role in creation and governance of the universe:

This topic expands on Christ's cosmic significance, presenting Him not just as Savior but as the agent of
creation and sustainer of all things. It connects Christ's redemptive work with His ongoing role in
maintaining the created order, emphasizing His universal authority.

The temporary nature of the Mosaic law compared to Christ's eternal promise:

This concept contrasts the limited, preparatory role of the Mosaic law with the enduring efficacy of Christ's
work. It explores how the law served as a "tutor" leading to Christ, while Christ's covenant offers eternal
salvation and transformation.

The inability of human will and law-keeping to achieve salvation:

This topic addresses the fundamental human problem of sin and the inadequacy of human efforts to
overcome it. It emphasizes the necessity of divine intervention and grace, challenging notions of self-
righteousness or salvation by works.

. The necessity of Christ's blood for purification of sins:

This concept explores the sacrificial aspect of Christ's work, connecting it to Old Testament sacrificial
practices while emphasizing its superior and final nature. It delves into the theology of atonement and the
power of Christ's death to cleanse from sin.

God's purpose in creating humans as His dwelling place:

This topic examines the ultimate goal of salvation - not just forgiveness of sins, but the restoration of
intimate communion between God and humanity. It explores the concept of humans as temples of the Holy
Spirit and the eschatological hope of perfect union with God.



Directives and Exhortations:

1. Engage actively in studying and discussing Scripture:
This directive encourages a dynamic, participatory approach to Bible study. It emphasizes the importance of
not just passive reading, but active engagement with the text through discussion, questioning, and
application.

2. Ask questions and think critically about the relationships between biblical texts:
This exhortation promotes a holistic understanding of Scripture, encouraging readers to see the Bible as an
interconnected whole rather than isolated passages. It fosters critical thinking skills and a deeper
appreciation of biblical theology.

3. Apply biblical insights to personal spiritual growth and maturity:
This directive stresses the practical application of biblical knowledge. It encourages readers to move beyond
intellectual understanding to personal transformation, integrating biblical truths into daily life and decision-
making.

4. Recognize Christ's supremacy in all aspects of faith and life:
This exhortation calls for a Christ-centered approach to theology and practice. It encourages readers to view
all aspects of their faith through the lens of Christ's person and work, shaping their worldview and priorities
accordingly.



Encouragements:

1.

Appreciate the interconnectedness of New Testament writings:

This encouragement fosters a deeper understanding of the unity and diversity within the New Testament. It
helps readers see how different authors and books contribute to a coherent theological message while
addressing specific contexts and concerns.

. Grow in understanding of early Christian theology:

This encouragement promotes engagement with the historical and theological context of the early church.
It helps readers appreciate the development of Christian doctrine and the challenges faced by early
believers in articulating and defending their faith.

. Deepen faith and assurance of eternal life in Christ:

This encouragement aims to strengthen personal faith by grounding it in a robust understanding of Christ's
work and promises. It promotes confidence in salvation and hope for the future, based on the reliability of
God's word and the efficacy of Christ's sacrifice.

Embrace the freedom Christ provides from the bondage of law:

This encouragement invites readers to experience the liberating power of the gospel. It promotes a life of
faith characterized by grace rather than legalism, while also emphasizing the transformative power of Christ
to enable holy living.

. Participate openly in group discussions, overcoming introversion:

This encouragement addresses personal growth beyond theological understanding. It promotes community
engagement and the mutual edification that comes from sharing insights and questions, challenging
individuals to step out of their comfort zones for the benefit of the group.



